
Step-by-step Guide 

How to start a MIKE Zero Virtual Machine from Microsoft 
Azure Marketplace



MIKE Zero is now available on Azure Marketplace

© DHI

What’s required?

• Microsoft Azure account

• DHI internet license for MIKE Zero 
If you choose "Bring your own license"



Find MIKE Zero via the 

Marketplace Search Tool

Click ‘Get it Now’ on the 

license type you want.
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Login to your Microsoft 

Azure account if not 

already signed in.
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Select the MIKE Zero 

version

Click Continue



Click Create

Your account will show here
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Specify the subscription and 

resource group

Name your virtual machine

Select your region

Hint: 

You might not find the VM 

Size you want in your

preferred region. In that case 

simply try another region.
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Select your hardware

(and cost)

Hint: 

The availability of VM hardware 

depends on your choice of region 

and the general availability. For GPU 

VM’s you need to request a quota

increase for that particular VM size. 

To do that, press "See all sizes".
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If you want a GPU VM you

need to request a quota.

Before deciding on which GPU VM 

you want to request a quota

increase for you need to verify that

it uses an nvidia GPU. Requesting

a quota does not guarantee that

you will get it: If it is not available

you will need to try in another

region.

Hint: 

Microsoft has online documentaion

about what their different VM Sizes

have in terms of GPU hardware.
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Under ‘Networking’ make sure 

the VM has a Public IP so you 

are able to connect to it after 

creating



Specify a user name and 

password (and write it down)

Click Review + Create
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Click Create

You will get this message if 

you have filled in your basics 

correctly and have the 

appropriate access rights for 

your Azure 

subscription/resource group.

Review your order
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Go to resource



Hint: 

This is your new VM dashboard where you can

monitor/control the instance. Make sure to stop

the VM from here when you are not using it: 

Shutting it down inside Windows will not 

“deallocate” it and you will still be paying for it. 

Once your VM is "deallocated" you are only

paying for the storage.



Set ‘Auto-shutdown’ on if you don’t want 

your Virtual Machine running overnight

‘Network’ and ‘Security’ allows you to 

secure the access  to the Virtual Machine



Click ‘Connect’

and chose RDP



Download RDP File

Open RDP File



If prompted by this message, simply 

press connect to confirm.



Fill in the username and password for 

the VM that you specified earlier during 

the VM setup. Then click ‘OK’



Just click ‘Yes’ if prompted by 

this message
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At this point, you could consider 

editing your Windows Update 

Policy to avoid unwanted reboots 

during simulations

Please note that disabling 

automatic updates is generally 

unadvisable, and done at your 

own risk. DHI assumes no 

responsibility should you choose 

to do so.

Ok? Let’s continue.

Search for and launch “Edit 

Group Policy” to get started
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Navigate to:

 Computer Configuration\Administrative Templates\

Windows Components\Windows update\

Configure Automatic Updates
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Set to Disabled

Click OK

Close Local Group Policy Editor 

to continue
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Once connected to your VM, you can go 

straight to DHI License Management via 

Windows Search – Let’s do that!

If you have chosen the Pay As You Go –

variant, this step can be ignored, as your 

license is already configured.
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Find DHI License Management, 

and have your MIKE Internet 

license information ready at hand!



Now go to Internet License Server

Fill in your details and click ‘Connect’



Your license information 

should soon appear here

Remember to click ‘Apply’ 

before you exit the License 

Manager



Now you can open MIKE Zero 

and you’re ready to model! 

But what do you do when you’re 

done with the VM?

Let’s quickly go through the 

steps!



Exit the Remote Desktop and go 

back to your Azure Portal VM 

dashboard. Now click ‘Delete’ to 

permanently delete the instance 

and stop Azure billing costs. 

Confirm by clicking ‘OK’, but 

remember to download any 

data/results before doing so!



Write your Virtual Machine’s name

Select all the resources associated 

to your Virtual Machine

To clean-up fully, go to the 

resource group you used



Click Delete

Type ‘yes’

Click Delete

All done!



Thank you!


